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We are pleased to bring you this 
three-day event filled with inspiring 
presentations, projects and 
workshops. We hope you enjoy this 
opportunity to meet and catch up 
with natural resource managers from 
across the Territory, and that you take 
away some valuable insights and 
learnings from the event.

Venues
The Territory Natural Resource Management 
(TNRM) Conference is being held at various 
locations within the Darwin Waterfront complex.

Tuesday 17th & Thursday 19th

CDU Waterfront, 21 Kitchener Drive, Darwin 
All Workshops. TNRM AGM.
Wharf One, at The Darwin Waterfront 
Welcome Reception

Wednesday 18th November
Darwin Convention Centre,  
Stokes Hill Road, Darwin 
Presentation Day and the 2020 NT NRM Awards 
Gala Dinner.

Welcome to the 
2020 Territory Natural Resource 
Management Conference

Covid-19
This year we are doing things a bit differently... 

You will notice the reduced numbers in workshops, the spacing of tables and the presence of hand sanitisation stations.

Those attending workshops at the CDU Waterfront Campus will have your names checked off a list as you arrive. This is to 
adhere to contact tracing requirements if needed. And workshop meals are packaged individually rather than buffet style. 

We ask everyone to please adhere to COVID-19 preventative measures - hand washing, sneezing into your elbow, and 
maintaining 1.5 metres social distancing. And please, if you are feeling unwell with cold or flu symptoms, we ask that you 
leave the venue. 

We all have a shared responsibility to ensure the 2020 TNRM Conference & NT NRM Awards are safe - thank you for your 
cooperation.
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You are encouraged to take photos 
and share stories of your experience!
#TNRM2020

We would like to thank the following organisations that have 
continually supported and assisted TNRM in creating the 
professional and quality event we proudly present to you.

2020 TNRM Conference Partners, new and returning. Your 
support is absolutely essential to the delivery of the conference 
and we thank you sincerely! A full list of our Partners is 
available at the back of this program.

Darwin Convention Centre Thank you to the whole 
team! We enjoy returning to this venue every year for your 
professionalism, creativity and hospitality.

CDU Waterfront We are always impressed by the service 
provided by Julie Becker and her team at CDU Waterfront in 
providing quality, modern facilities for our workshops.

Hodge Environmental Kate Hodge consistently provides a 
fantastic design service, which coupled with her understanding 
of the NRM space has helped to elevate our conference to a 
new level through the development of the high quality design of 
our posters, flyers, banners and programs.

DeeBee Catering Denise Baillie and her team cater for 
many of our events throughout the year, including the TNRM 
conference, and approach each brief with creativity and 
professionalism, providing the perfect menu for any occasion.

Shane Eecen has photographed the NT NTM Awards as well 
as the main conference day for three years now and we thank 
him for capturing the many great moments so perfectly.

Coleman’s Print The friendly and reliable printing team who 
meet every deadline in the production of our banners, posters 
and programs.

Enchanted Moments are responsible for creating the beautiful 
atmosphere in the dressing and decorations of the NT NRM 
Awards Gala Dinner.

Thank you



Tuesday 17
Register at CDU Waterfront Campus Lobby

17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

7.30AM REGISTRATIONS OPEN
All conference attendees please make your way to the registration desk on arrival to collect your delegate information. 

The TNRM team would really appreciate if you have your conference lanyard and name tag visible at all times. You may be 
asked to show this on entry to a workshop, due to limited registered places.

8.30AM MORNING SESSIONS
Protecting West Arnhem Land and Kakadu from Invasive Species and Threatening Process
In this workshop we look at the progression of TNRM’s five-year long project aimed at collaboratively 
reducing the impacts of invasive species and key threatening processes in West Arnhem Land and some 
of the extraordinary environmental assets of the region: World Heritage Areas and Ramsar Wetlands, 
threatened species and threatened ecological communities. 

At project inception, participatory planning processes were used with ranger groups and other 
stakeholders from the region, to determine which particular weed and feral herbivore issues might be 
addressed in which locations. Concerns about Gamba grass, Mimosa and feral buffalo were common themes between groups, 
along with protection of sandstone heath from inappropriate fire regimes.

Ranger group involvement and participation has been key to addressing these issues and reducing threats at regional scale. We 
share with you the details of many different activities which have undertaken by different groups across the landscape as part of 
this collaborative project, and look at where things are headed going forward into the third year of the project.

WaterCents and Water Sense: How do we know how much water our crop requires?  
Are we irrigating efficiently?
Management of the Territory’s water resources is a topical issue. There are opportunities for water 
resource development, but the challenge is to ensure this is done to optimise production and economic 
outcomes (Water Cents) and maintaining sustainable use without compromising environmental integrity 
(Water Sense). 

How do we know where the suitable potential irrigation areas are? How do we ensure water allocation 
and policy is relevant to industry water use? How does industry know how much water their crop 
requires? Are we irrigating efficiently? How do we determine the in-crop water use efficiencies?

A panel of experts will help answer these questions: Panel members include Chris Chilcott (CSIRO), Chelsea Moore (NTG/Dept 
Industry, Business and Trade), Dianne Owens (NT Farmers), and Tom Dowling (GoannaAg).

Sea Country Management and Protection: Priorities and Opportunities
There has been positive movement in the management and protection of Sea Country with the expansion 
of Sea Country Indigenous Protected Areas (IPAs) and new marine parks in Federal and Territory waters 
attracting opportunities for research, protection, and ranger employment. Furthermore, the Northern 
Territory Government has committed to the continued funding of the Aboriginal Ranger Grants Program 
and developing regional coastal plans. 

The impacts from marine debris, feral animals, climate change, fisheries and expanding industries 
continue to be identified as concerns to coastal Aboriginal people across the Territory. Many groups contribute significant 
resources to tackle these issues and are seeking ways to improve their management effectiveness in Sea Country.

 The workshop agenda will reflect on the values and priorities identified in existing Plans of Management for Sea Country, e.g. 
Healthy Country Plans or IPA Plans, and explore research and management opportunities that improve Sea Country protection 
and sustainable use of coastal resources. 

The workshop will provide a platform for ranger groups to share information, i.e. what works, what doesn’t, and what is needed, 
to assist in achieving their priorities, and action on Sea Country. This will include focus group discussions with participants and 
short presentations to capture: Values and priorities in Sea Country; Hurdles and limitations to achieving effective management; 
Funding opportunities and partnerships.

Facilitators: Dr Rachel Groom and A/Professor Natasha Stacey, Charles Darwin University 
The Australian Institute of Marine Science, Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods and Northern Institute 
Charles Darwin University have partnered with Territory NRM to deliver this workshop.

Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 4



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference Tuesday 17
Register at CDU Waterfront Campus Lobby

12.00PM – 1.00PM LUNCH
Day 1 conference attendees are provided with a carefully selected lunch package. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are 
unable to provide our traditional buffet service, but hope you enjoy the creative response by our chosen caterer, Dee Bee 
Catering.

1.00PM AFTERNOON SESSIONS
The Feral Buffalo Situation in the Top End
This workshop will provide an insight into different approaches to management of buffalo at local and 
larger scales, and effectiveness of different strategies in maintaining numbers. 

It will draw upon a series of presentations to explore the buffalo situation in the Top End and its 
complexities, which must take into account environmental, cultural and economic aspects. 

This workshop will provide a historical perspective and explore the current numbers of buffalo, their effect 
on the environment, and different perceptions of the importance and role of buffalo in the landscape. 

Following the presentations there will be a panel session to discuss the way forward for sustainably managing buffalo on country 
and how to achieve a coordinated strategy for buffalo management. 

Indigenous Carbon Industry Network (ICIN) Workshop: Sharing your fire  
management story (Invite only)
This workshop provides a friendly place for Indigenous ranger groups and Traditional Owners supporting 
savanna fire projects to learn how to make your own communications plan; how to make and share an 
iVideo; gain confidence to present to events and the media and share experiences with Indigenous land 
managers working in the savanna carbon farming industry.

Facilitator: Anna Boustead, Coordinator ICIN, 
Presenters: Jaemie Page, Thamarrurr Rangers, Julia Salt, Mimal Land Management Ltd

4:30 PM CLOSE OF THE DAY’S PROGRAM
4:45PM – 5:15PM TNRM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) Annual General Meeting.
All are welcome to attend the Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) Annual General Meeting.

Only TNRM Member delegate are able to vote.

5:30PM- 7:00PM 2020 TNRM CONFERENCE WELCOME RECEPTION
Wharf One, Food & Wine, Darwin Waterfront
This event is free however, registration is required. 

Join us for an informal get together for attendees to network and catch up with friends and colleagues from across the Territory.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 5



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

Conference Display Booths
ABC Country Hour – Broadcasting live from the 
conference
Matt Brann will be joining us, together with Jon Daly, to 
broadcast live from the conference, keeping everyone up 
to date with the interesting presentations and stories from 
around the Territory. They will be chatting with presenters, 
conference partners and delegates. ABC Country Hour 
broadcasts rural news and events from the Northern Territory 
and the nation every weekday from 12:30pm.

There will be a mix of informative and interactive displays 
throughout the day. Make sure you take the time to have 
a look around, gather information, meet new contacts and 
speak with our valued sponsors including the team from 
Darwin We Love it, the Westpac Group, staff and students 
from Charles Darwin University’s Research Institute for the 
Environment and Livelihoods, Inspired NT and the Northern 
Territory Government Department of Environment, Parks and 
Water Security.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 6



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

Title Presenter

Coastal Birds of Larrakia Country Amanda Lilleyman, Research Associate, NESP 
Threatened Species Hub - The Curlew Project, College 
of Engineering, IT & Environment

Exploring the variability of tropical savanna tree structural allometry 
with terrestrial laser scanning

Luck, L., Hutley, L.B., Calders K., Levick, S.R.

Recent Size at maturity estimates for the Australian blackspot shark 
(Carcharhinus coatesi) and Milk shark (Rhizoprionodon acutus) from 
NT commercial fishing catches

Kirke, A., Crook, D., Johnson, G., King. A,  
Banks, S., Luiz, O., Saunders, T.

Inspired NT Carnival: Connecting present and future generations of 
NRM professionals

Bott, J., Smith, E., Chiyoowa, J.C.,  
Eisemberg, C.C.

EnviroCollective CDU: Conservation on Campus Hayward-Brown, B. K., Bott, J., Smith, E., Padamata, 
V.N.S.

4D Fire Simulations in Schools Dalton, J., Bott, J., Fisher, R.

Development and validation of an environmental DNA test for the 
endangered Gouldian finch

Day, K., Campbell, H., Fisher, A., Gibb, K., Hill, B., Rose, 
A., Jarman, S.N.

Western Top End Fire Management Thamarrurr Rangers

The Illustrated Handbook of Yolŋu Sign Language of North East 
Arnhem Land

Dr Bentley James, Anthropologist

The 2020 North Australia Savanna Fire Forum Anna Boustead, Coordinator, Indigenous Carbon 
Industry Network

Siam Weed in the Northern Territory – detection throughout the 
seasons

Tom Price, Paige Richter, Louis Elliott, Chris Collins (all 
DEWPS Weed Management Branch)

Developing a weevil breeding network – Top End Rangers working 
together to boost biocontrol impact on Salvinia

Michelle Franklin (Weed Management Branch, Department 
of Environment, Parks, and Water Security, NTG)Djurrubu 
Rangers (Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation)Malak Malak 
Rangers (Northern Land Council)Wudicupildiyerr Rangers 
(Northern Land Council)Thamarrurr Rangers (Thamarrurr 
Development Corporation)Louis Elliott (Weed Management 
Branch, Department of Environment, Parks, and Water 
Security, NTG)

Observations of drought dieback in Buffel Grass (Cenchrus ciliaris) 
in Central Australia and implications for management

Louis Elliott (DEWPS Weed Management Branch) & 
Peter Jobson (DEPWS Flora and Fauna)

Developing Sustainable Enterprises in the Djelk IPA Maningrida Wildfoods

Land for Wildlife Top End, A transition to a new future Land for 
Wildlife Top End

Emma Lupin, Project Officer – Land for Wildlife Top End

Poster Presentations
Please join the authors at the poster display when they will have an opportunity to discuss their work. The two Poster Sessions 
are scheduled for 10:15-10:30 and 2:15 – 2:30.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 7



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

7.30AM REGISTRATION, WELCOME TEA AND COFFEE
If you have not already registered on Day 1, please make your way to the registration desk to collect your delegate information. 

The TNRM Team would really appreciate it if you have your delegate lanyard visible at all times. 

8.45AM COMMENCEMENT AND WELCOME
Welcome to Country – Larrakia Elder, Bilawara Lee. TNRM Board member

Conference Welcome – Alastair Shields, TNRM Chair

9.00AM SESSION 1
Making use of all our skills to keep track of our land: Eyes in the sky, feet on the ground
Providing Traditional Owners and residents of Aboriginal Land with a complete and accurate picture 
of their land is vital in enabling people to make the best decisions on the management of that land. 
However, keeping track of the condition of land trusts in Central Australia is challenging due to the large 
areas involved and the limited amounts of staff and funding. 

The use of remote sensing technology is useful in providing assessment coverage over large areas, 
particularly areas that are seldom visited, though such assessments have limitations in resolution 
and interpretation. Just as importantly, the results of such assessment can be difficult to convey to Traditional Owners in a 
meaningful way.

To overcome these limitations, the CLC rangers have been utilising an integrated, three-tiered land condition assessment 
program. This program uses satellite products to select target sites for further detailed assessment. The rangers then 
document these target sites using an aerial drone and conduct an on-ground inspection and document condition issues using 
photographs. The use of this three-tiered process allows for the evaluation of large areas using remote imagery, with the results 
confirmed and documented on a finer scale by Indigenous rangers. 

The aerial footage and ground photographs bridge the gap between the often abstract satellite imagery and the reality on the 
ground when presenting assessment results to Traditional Owners. Input from local, Indigenous rangers who have seen the 
country on the ground provides the final, and often strongest, link back to local residents.

The work has helped Traditional Owners better understand the damage caused by feral herbivores and is changing general 
views of accepting them as part of the landscape to contributing to solutions to remove, cull, or manage numbers.

Presenter: Presenters: Laurence Tait, Land Resource Information Officer, Obed Rataro, Colin Joseph, Tjuwanpa Rangers, Joe 
Palmer, Keith Gorey, Ltyentye Apurte Rangers 

Dhimurru Ranger as facilitator for managing sacred sites
This presentation is about Indigenous rangers stepping up to become facilitators and building confidence 
in themselves, for their ranger group and to experience and learn new skills. It is Important to have Yolŋu 
facilitators so that ranger groups can be run by Yolŋu rangers and TOs because it is a Yolŋu corporation. 
Rangers stepping up into that position will inspire other rangers to step up into those really important 
roles and to be role models for the next generation.

Dhimurru Miyalk (women) Rangers went to one of the islands called Dhambaliya (Bremer Island) to 
do some coffee bush project. Many parts of the island are sacred sites. Senior ranger Grace worked as facilitator for the 
project. She organised a reconnaissance trip to consult with TOs about the project in order to prioritise management areas and 
approaches. Grace was also responsible for the rangers, organised the budgeting, catering, barge, logistics, organised cars, 
chemical handling, co-delivered chemical Cert ll training, risk assessment and did the report writing. At the end of the project we 
succeeded, the wind was blowing and the land was happy. Without the coffee bush the land felt nature growing back again.

Presenters: Dhimurru Rangers: Grace Wunungmurra, Senior Ranger, Wangawuy Mununggurritj, Ranger, Mahaliah Wangurra-
James, Ranger, Samantha Muller, women’s facilitator. Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education: Gareth Wise, Trainer 
and assessor

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 8



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

Can we manage feral cats to conserve small mammals?
For many decades it was believed that northern Australia had escaped the catastrophic decline of 
small mammals that occurred in central and southern Australia over the last two centuries. However, 
it has become clear that small mammals are quickly disappearing from northern Australia, even in 
large protected areas such as Kakadu National Park. Only a handful of small areas in the Top End still 
support healthy populations of small mammals. I will describe recent research showing that predation 
by feral cats is a key driver of mammal decline in the Top End, and that cats benefit from high-severity 
disturbance regimes, namely frequent, high-intensity fires and heavy grazing by feral herbivores 
(buffaloes and horses). Appropriate management of fire and feral herbivores is likely to reduce the impacts of feral cats on small 
mammals.

Presenter: Brett Murphy

Tapping our natural curiosity – the next generation NRM
Students from Manyallaluk School are passionate about their country and through STEM subjects are 
gaining skills to fly drones; record, graph and analyse data; present findings; set-up of trail cameras and 
camera traps; and to use a snake camera. Key topics are buffalo and their impact on the environment, 
how plastic waste can harm turtles, different habitats for different species, and surveying species with 
a focus on comparing feral to native animal numbers. Students have been empowered to think about 
interesting careers that utilise technology in the environment, including land management, and plans for 
the future include a partnership with TNRM to build a feral animal exclusion zone to study and survey, 
using DNA testing to locate and map Gouldian finches and other species, ongoing surveying of wildlife in different habitats, and 
the ongoing challenge of photographing the elusive echidna.

Presenters: Manyallaluk School Students, with School Principle, Ben Kleinig

10.15AM POSTER SESSION
10.30AM – 11.00AM MORNING TEA
11.00AM SESSION 2

Protecting the bilby and its habitat across the arid zone of the NT
The bilby (walpajirri/ninu) has disappeared from more than 80% of its former range and continues to 
decline due to a range of threats. With funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Program, TNRM and ranger groups from across the arid zone of the NT are working together to slow 
this decline. In this presentation, we will give an overview of the work that has been happening in 2020, 
present findings from four fieldtrips where we were using relatively new survey techniques, and discuss 
planned future work. 

Presenter: Kelly Dixon, Ecologist TNRM

Making and using plans to deliver on NRM projects: Project example, Protecting West  
Arnhem Land and Kakadu from Invasive Species and Threatening Processes
Plans – love them or hate them, they are integral to NRM work. Susanne Casanova from TNRM gives a 
snapshot of plans and planning processes used by TNRM to inform NRM management work at multiple 
scales across TNRM project work, ranging from site specific plans and regional project strategies, to 
whole of Territory collaborative plans designed to get people working together to address NT-wide 
priorities with collective impact.

Presenter: Susanne Casanova, NRM Officer TNRM

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 9



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference

Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

The Gamba Army – know your enemy
TNRM is gearing up to deploy the Gamba Army in readiness for the 2020-21 wet season having 
been engaged by the NT Government to run the $500,000 project to protect biodiversity and high use 
community and recreational areas. The work to be undertaken by the Gamba Army is incredibly important 
to help protect properties and livelihoods. Expressions of Interest for casual workers is now open and 
Coordinator Rowena Eastick will outline timing, priority areas and how the Gamba Army will supplement 
existing land manager control efforts. 

Presenter: Rowena Eastick, Gamba Army Coordinator TNRM

Land for Wildlife Top End: A transition to a new future
A short overview of Territory NRM becoming the new host organisation for Land for Wildlife and the 
programs planned for future focus. 

Presenter: Emma Lupin, Project Officer Land for Wildlife Top End, TNRM

Outside 50km Feast: mini-series 
Jon Hay, a professional fisher in the NT Coastal Line Fishery, participated in a six part mini-series presented by Freds Pass 
Rural Show and supported by Territory Natural Resources Management to share with the world some of the Territory’s finest 
foods. Jon’s fishing business is based from Dundee, an area popular with recreational fishers. To help maintain relationships 
and understanding of sustainability practices, Jon understands why professional fishers need to share and tell their stories. 
Donna English, Promotion and Marketing Officer, Northern Territory Seafood Council works with professional fishers to help 
share their stories, as well as look after the ‘buy local’ Support NT Caught seafood campaign. Hear why Jon took part in the 
Outside 50km Feast mini-series and the importance of initiatives that help share the stories and connect people that grow and 
harvest food to the people eating it.

Presenters: Mr Jon Hay, Monsoon Fishing and Donna English, Northern Territory Seafood Council 

12.15PM – 1.15PM LUNCH
1.15PM SESSION 3

Growing the Indigenous Carbon Industry in the Northern Territory
Indigenous land management organisations from across North Australia have come together 
through a new initiative – the Indigenous Carbon Industry Network – to support their savanna 
burning and other potential carbon farming projects. Learn more about how Indigenous fire 
managers are using fire to care for their country and earning carbon credits at the same time, 
delivering globally significant benefits for communities and healthy country.

Presenters: Indigenous Carbon Industry Network, Thamarrurr Rangers & Yugul Mangi Rangers 

An update on forestry in the Northern Territory
MA Forestry Industry Association has been recently established and sustainable guidelines for the 
industry, specific to the NT situation, are being developed. Establishing and maintaining plantations 
requires consideration of an array of factors, and a long-term approach. These guidelines will allow 
land managers to assess where they currently stand in regard to their management techniques, and 
incorporates innovative forestry practices that are an important part of this growing industry in the NT. 
This talk will provide a summary of the forestry industry in the Northern Territory, and the future prospects 
for African Mahogany, Acacia mangium, Sandalwood, other potential plantation species and native 
forests. 

Presenters: Frank Miller, CEO, African Mahogany Australia

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 10
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Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

Cotton Industry in the Top End 
Bruce Connolly is a Top End cotton grower, and also the inaugural president of the NT Cotton Growers 
Association. This is a recently formed grower group established to represent the Northern Territory’s 
fledgling cotton industry, as efforts to develop the sector which could significantly contribute to the 
Territory’s economy, gain momentum across the Top End. Bruce brings previous cotton industry 
experience from southern growing areas and is at the forefront of adapting industry knowledge to 
northern growing conditions. Bruce will talk about unique characteristics and challenges of growing cotton 
in the north, as well as discuss how the industry aims to demonstrate its environmental stewardship and 
sustainable use of valuable soil and water resources.

Presenter: Bruce Connolly, NT Cotton Growers Association

Maningrida Wildfoods – A Bushfood Story 
Maningrida Wildfoods mixes traditional cultural knowledge with social enterprise under the guidance 
of senior Aboriginal people including Leila Nimbadja. We aim to create opportunities for land and sea 
owners to generate income from their country and natural resources through the development of markets 
and value adding activities for bush foods and seafood harvested in the Djelk IPA. Our work enables 
people to live or spend time on their clan estates, keep their cultural connections with bush foods 
alive, promote the consumption of healthy foods in the community and provides an important stream of 
financial income.

Presenter: Leila Nimbadja and Rowan McIntyre

2.15PM POSTER SESSION
2.30PM – 3.00PM AFTERNOON TEA
3.00PM SESSION 4

Recognising the Importance of Freshwater Turtles in the NT
The Traditional Owners from the Finniss River catchment (Northern Territory) have reported a decline in 
the health of harvested northern long-necked turtles, as well as more frequent sightings of dead turtles. 
The decline of freshwater turtles populations could have severe consequences to the health and culture 
of Aboriginal communities. The northern long-necked turtle and other freshwater turtles are key traditional 
food for Aboriginal communities in Northern Australia. The iron concentration in pig-nosed turtles and 
northern long-necked turtles’ meat are 12 times higher than Australia beef. Anaemia is a serious issue 
in the Northern Territory, where 15% of pregnant women and up to 25% of the children (0 to 5 years) are 
anaemic. If anaemia is to be halted in remote communities, there is an urgent need to better understand the role of bushmeat, 
such as freshwater turtles, as a source of iron, and how pollutants could endanger turtle populations and those harvesting them. 

Presenters: Carla C. Eisemberg, Emily Ford, Isabel Ely, Charles Darwin University

That’s My Water! by Power and Water
Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve me and I learn. Partnering with the education 
system to achieve behaviour change. This presentation shares some of the key insights on how to 
meaningfully work with schools to generate community engagement and create ownership of an issue. 
This includes a case study of Power and Water’s That’s My Water! Schools Program and the partnership 
with Arnhem Land Rapper and 2019 Young Australian of the Year, Baker Boy. Through the program, 
Baker Boy acts as a role model and ambassador, encouraging communities to learn about their local 
water story, celebrate their cultural connection to water before taking part in a social action project. 

Presenters: Patrick Naughtin, Atria Group

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 11
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Darwin Convention Centre
Wednesday 18

Walungurru Rangers: Community led governance in establishing a ranger program
The Pintupi have been actively campaigning for a ranger group at Kintore for over ten years, lobbying 
Central Land Council (CLC), government, health representatives, and anyone who will listen. This is the 
story of their efforts, with an introduction to the new Kintore Walungurru Rangers.

Over the last dozen years CLC Land Management have allocated funding where available to working 
on country activities around Kintore. In 2009 CLC and the Pintupi Homelands Health Service (PHHS) 
worked together conducting field trips with Traditional Owners to assess the condition of rock-holes on the Haasts Bluff ALT. The 
PHHS were also involved in a Natural Resource Management Board (NT) funded IEK project in 2010 which involved visits to 
significant sites where elders shared stories and songs with younger community members. From 2014 – 2017, under the CLC 
Fire Project, CLC ran family fire trips in partnership with PHHS.

In 2018, CLC received a grant from the 10 Deserts Project to deliver ranger type activities in Kintore from 2019-2022. As a 
result, the Walungurru TORAC (Traditional Owner Ranger Advisory Committee) was formed and they have oversight of the 
ranger group. Members of the TORAC are mostly those that have been the strongest advocates for the ranger program over 
the past decade or so, especially those through their work on the PHHS Board. In July 2020, the program received additional 
funding for the 20/21 year from the Australian Government which expires in June 2021. The group’s focus is now on securing 
long-term funding to fully integrate the ranger program into the lives and wellbeing of the Kintore community.

Presenters: Monica Robinson, Chair PHHS Board & Chair, Walungurru TORAC, Marlene Spencer, Joe Young, Walungurru 
TORAC, Farren Major, Walungurru Ranger 

Trialling techniques to eradicate perennial mission grass during the Dry season along 
the East Alligator River in Kakadu National Park
An infestation of mission grass along the River-Sandstone Walk in the East Alligator district of Kakadu 
National Park had resulted in the walk being closed to the public since 2018. The riparian habitat was 
suffering from the dense growth of the weed, clogging the country and causing hot destructive fires which 
had led to the death of several large trees and creating gaps in the riparian forest canopy. 

This work is part of the East Alligator Weeds project funded by the Director of National Parks and 
involves Parks staff and Traditional Owners and their families working together. As the site is inaccessible 
during the normal weed treatment time and can only be reached once the plants are seeding, it was necessary to come up 
with new techniques to reduce fuel loads, control the weed, and remove the abundant seed stock with a view to ultimately 
eradicating it. In the first year the walking track was cleared, trialling flattening the seeding plants, letting them cure and then 
burning them, poisoning some and leaving others. This reduced the 2km long infestation by 60 – 80%, enabling an area 50m 
from the track to be easily cleared in the early Dry and the walk was reopened in 2020. Work has continued throughout the Dry, 
recording our various techniques and after this Wet we are expecting a significant reduction across the entire site. 

We present a methodology that will enable other groups to feel confident that mission grass can be eradicated during the Dry 
season.

Presenters: Britt Nayinggul, Annie Taylor, Ashlynn Nayinggul, East Alligator Weeds Project, Kakadu National Park

4.00PM END OF DAY’S PROGRAM
6.00PM 2020 NT NRM AWARDS GALA DINNER

The NT Natural Resource Management Awards recognise and celebrate the remarkable work undertaken by Territorians to 
manage our land, water and biodiversity.

Thank you to everyone who submitted nominations recognising the efforts and dedication of Territorians who contribute to the 
sustainable management of our wonderful natural resources. 

Thank you also to our independent judges, who accepted the difficult task of judging this year’s awards. They were very 
impressed by the quality of the nominations submitted, and the impressive work being done across the Territory in this space. 

Congratulations and good luck to all the finalists of the 2020 NT Natural Resource Management Awards!

Attendance at the gala dinner is by ticket only. Award tickets will be available for collection from the Registration Desk on Day 1 
of the conference or at the Darwin Convention Centre prior to the Awards Gala dinner.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 12



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference Thursday 19
Register at CDU Waterfront Campus Lobby

7.30AM REGISTRATIONS OPEN
If you have not already registered on Day 1 or Day 2, please make your way to the registration desk to collect your registration 
information. 

The TNRM Team would really appreciate it if you have your delegate lanyard visible at all times. You may be asked to show this 
on entry to a workshop or field trip, due to limited registered places.

8.30AM MORNING SESSIONS
North Australian Fire Information (NAFI) Innovations: mobile apps, plug-ins and  
a new generation of reporting tools 
Getting the most out of NAFI. A general introduction to the NAFI interface and tools and some pro tips 
showcasing some of the lesser-known functions.

The workshop will be demonstrating some of the latest tools leveraging NAFI for accessing and analysing 
fire information for NRM support across seventy percent of Australia.

These include the release of the NAFI QGIS Plugin that enables the world’s premier free desktop GIS 
application to receive live feeds of NAFI data. This enables seamless integration of your own map information with the powerful 
datasets provided by NAFI.

This workshop also hosts the pre-release demonstration of the NAFI Mobile App. as well as the latest developments in providing 
sophisticated fire history analysis information through the user-friendly Savanna Monitoring and Evaluation Metrics (SMERF) 
interface.

Presenters: Peter Jacklyn, NAFI Service Manager, College of Engineering, IT & Environment, Charles Darwin University, Rohan 
Fisher, Research Institute of Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University, Patrice Webber, Research Institute of 
Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University, Chris Roach, Gaia Resources

Gamba grass: Where To From Here?
Gamba grass has been an evolving story for the last couple of decades in the Top End. The late-maturing 
and high biomass which can be beneficial to cattle production also modifies natural fire regimes and 
we now know it is a habitat-transforming species, and is a threat to biodiversity, livelihoods and assets. 
Where does this Gamba grass story go from here – geographical, aspirational, practical?

A panel of experts will present: 
HISTORY ‘Pasture to Pest’: The Evolution of the Gamba grass story – from pasture species to perennial 
pest and perception change 

THE PRESENT ‘Problem, Programs, Priorities and Progress’: what is being done to address the problem; where is the 
investment going; priorities for now – how do we maximise reward for effort; how do we know we’re making progress?

THE FUTURE: If we do nothing – where does gamba grass go from here (geographical)? Where do ‘WE’ go from here 
(aspirational) – actions required? Ten year Strategy – the Gamba Grass Management Plan?

Panel members include Arthur Cameron (NTG/Agriculture), David Liddle and Mitch Hart (Environment Centre), Roni Opden 
(NTG/Weed Management Branch), Steve Dwyer (NTG/Parks), Natalie Rossiter-Rachor and Rohan Fisher (CDU), Susanne 
Casanova and Rowena Eastick (Territory NRM) and practical perspectives from Piening Contracting. 

This workshop will enable a robust discussion of current initiatives such as the Gamba grass Weed Management Plan and 
Framework (e.g. Gamba Army, Fire Mitigation Unit), Research, Remote Sensing, and Program and Contract management to 
inform the question ‘Where does it go from here?’ to improve future on-ground outcomes for gamba grass management. 

12.00 PM CLOSE OF THE DAY’S PROGRAM
12.00PM – 1.00PM LUNCH
Day 3 workshop attendees are invited to have lunch served at the end of both morning workshops.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience!  #TNRM2020 13You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience! 13



17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference Membership
Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) is an 
independent not-for-profit organisation that works with 
Territorians to plan for and support sustainable management 
of our land, water, biodiversity, plants and animals. 

Our Members include Indigenous organisations ,Industry 
bodies, primary producers, Landcare groups, local 
government and businesses that are all committed to looking 
after the NT’s diverse natural resources.

The benefits of being a Member of TNRM include:
• Being promoted on the TNRM website www.territorynrm.

org.au, with your organisations logo displayed and linking 
to your website.

• Receiving discounted registrations for the conference and 
any training, workshops or activities hosted by TNRM.

• Being provided opportunities to share information about 
your projects / activities and promote your events through 
our networks and newsletter.

• Being provided unique networking opportunities and 
connections with fellow NRM’s across the Territory.

• Receiving voting rights at the TNRM Annual General 
Meeting.
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17-19 November, Darwin2020 Conference Our Members
Aboriginal Carbon Foundation

ABS Scrofa (Australia) Pty Ltd 
trading as Wild Science

Anindilyakwa Land and Sea 
Rangers

Arafura Swamp Rangers Aboriginal 
Corporation

Arid Lands Environment Centre

Australian Vegetation Management 
Services

Barkly Landcare and Conservation 
Association

Batchelor Institute Indigenous 
Tertiary Education

Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation

Big Gecko

Bradshaw and Timber Creek 
Contracting and Resource 
Company

Centralian Land Management 
Association (CLMA)

Charles Darwin University, College 
of Engineering, IT & Environment

City Of Darwin

City of Palmerston

Connect Environmental

Conservation Volunteers Australia

Creative Territory

Darwin Aquaculture Centre

Deewin Kirim Aboriginal 
Corporation

Demed Association

Desert Knowledge Australia

Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation

Eco Logical Australia

Ecoservices NT

EcOz Environmental Services

Environment Centre NT

Environmental Defenders Office 
NT

Fire Stick and Associates

Friends of Fogg Dam

Friends of Mitchell Creek 
Catchment Landcare Group

Frogwatch

Greening Australia (NT) Limited

Heytesbury Cattle Company

Indigenous Land and Sea 
Corporation

Industry Skills Advisory Council NT 
(ISACNT)

Jawoyn Association

Lakeside Drive Community Garden

Land for Wildlife (hosted by Low 
Ecological Services)

Landcare NT

Larrakia Nation Aboriginal 
Corporation

Litchfield Council

Live and Learn Environmental 
Education

Ludmilla Creek Landcare Group

Mabunji Aboriginal Resource 
Association Inc.

Malak Marketplace Inc.

MB Consulting (NT) Pty Ltd

McMinns Lagoon Reserve Assoc. 
Inc.

Mimal Land Management 
Aboriginal Corporation

Minerals Council of Australia - NT 
Division

MTP Contracting Pty Ltd

National Association for 
Sustainable Agriculture Australia 
(NASAA)

North Australian Rural 
Management Consultants 
(NARMCO)

Northern Land Council

Northern Territory Cattleman’s 
Association

NT Farmers Association

NT Seafood Council

Olive Pink Botanic Garden

Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

Outbush Contracting

Regional Development Australia 
NT

Roper Gulf Regional Council

Roper River Landcare Group

Savannah Guides Limited

Savanna Solutions Pty Ltd

Savannah Way Limited

Shilo Station

SLR Consulting Pty Ltd

Snappy Gum Consulting

Tanya Izod & Associates

Thamarrurr Development 
Corporation - Thamarrurr Rangers

T.H.E. Kakadu Plum

The Milingimbi and Outstations 
Progress Resource Association 
Inc. (MOPRA)

The Nature Conservancy Limited

Tjuwanpa Outstation Resource 
Centre – Tjuwanpa Women 
Rangers

Top End Native Plant Society

Triple P Contracting

Twin Hill Aboriginal Corporation

Victoria River District Conservation 
Association (VRDCA)

Wangamaty (Lower Daly) Land 
Management Group

Western Desert Nganampa Walytja 
Palyantjaku Tjutaku Aboriginal 
Corporation (The Purple House)

Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation
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“ Remote Airwork across the Top End ”

08 8941 6811

office@outbackhelicopters.com.au

www.outbackhelicopters.com.au

Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

• General Airwork
• Mapping & Surveying
• Agricultural Spraying 
  & Spreading

SERVICES  
• Mustering
• Feral Animal Control
• Aerial Slinging
• Fire Services

Crocodile danger is real. Don’t risk your life.
●   crocs can be found in any Top End waterway
●   crocs are dangerous and will attack
●   crocs move around

To report problem crocodiles  
Darwin 0419 822 859  Katherine 0407 958 405          www.becrocwise.nt.gov.au

●   crocs will see you before you see them
●   crocs can attack people in boats 
●   croc numbers have recovered to pre-hunting levels

www.inspirednt.com.au/about

@InspiringNT



Help is 
better together.
Our Indigenous business bankers understand the needs of Indigenous business. 
Whether in person or via video appointment we are here to help.

 Visit the Westpac stand  

indigenousbusiness@westpac.com.au

© Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714. WBDIGIDR_02495

Jabiru

Pine CreekNauiyu

Batchelor

Darwin

Katherine

Zone B
Control Zone

Zone A
Eradication

Zone

www.territorynrm.org.au

info@territorynrm.org.au

(08) 8942 8300

STOP GAMBA GRASS IN ITS TRACKS
Territory Natural Resource Management is 
working with groups and organisations across 
West Arnhem Land in a coordinated effort to stop 
the spread of gamba grass into Kakadu National 
Park and throughout the region. 

Following recent wet season rain, gamba grass is 
now actively growing. Rangers, contractors and 
land management organisations in the Eradication 
Zone are out surveying for and treating gamba 
grass infestations before they flower in April and 
seed starts to fall in May. 

We need your help to 
stop gamba in its tracks
If you are living, visiting or working in Arnhem 
Land, help stop the spread of gamba grass.

Clean vehicles and equipment 
before travelling or operating in the 
Eradication Zone.

Clean vehicles before leaving an 
infested area.

Ensure all mud is removed.  
Mud may contain seeds.

Gamba grass is an Africa grass that 
was introduced to Australia in the 
1930s. It is so well suited to our Top 
End soils and climate, that it has 
become a highly invasive weed. 

Most infestations are 
currently north of 
Katherine. 

Gamba grass is a declared weed with 
two declaration zones under the NT 
Weeds Management Act 2001. 

Zone A – Eradication Zone: to be 
eradicated 

Zone B – Control Zone: growth and 
spread to be controlled

For more info on NT weeds visit: 
nt.gov.au/environment/weeds

Gamba grass grows bigger, taller and 
denser than native grass species and 
creates high fuel loads. This can cause 
uncontrollable, hot and intense fires.

Gamba grass is 
a greater risk to 
the environment 
than native grass 
fires, it destroys 
vegetation, 
large trees, 
animal habitat and 
decreases local biodiversity.

A gamba grass plant can produce up 
to 250,000 seeds per season. Seeds 
can be spread by wind, vehicles and 
machinery, animals and people.

For more information and to help stop gamba in 
its tracks:



Another environmental initiative of NT Airports

darwinairport.com.au

Darwin International Airport 
invites you to explore the 
Gurambai walking trail
Gurambai walking trail takes you 
alongside Rapid Creek and its 
associated wetlands. The return 
journey is about 3.5km long. 

Become a TNRM Member
Becoming a Member of TNRM offers the 
following benefits; 
• Your organisation promoted on the TNRM 

website including your logo, summary 
information and a link to your website. 

• Offering networking opportunities and 
connections across the Territory and wider 
natural resource management community. 

• Discounted attendance fees for the 
conference, training and workshops hosted by 
TNRM. 

• Opportunities to share information about your 
projects / activities and to promote your events 
through our monthly newsletter Network Notes, 
facebook and twitter. 

• Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting. 
• TNRM Member token. 

The TNRM Constitution provides information 
on the application 
process and the rights 
and responsibilities of 
the Members and the 
Board of TNRM.

Membership 
is free



Silver Partners

Gold Partners

Platinum Partners

Thanks to our sponsors


