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We are pleased to bring you this three-day 
event packed with presentations, workshops 
and field trips. We hope you enjoy this 
opportunity to meet and catch up with natural 
resource managers from across the Territory, 
and that you take away some valuable 
insights and learnings from the fantastic 
presenters who will be sharing their stories 
and information with you.

We would like to thank the following organisations that 
have continually supported and assisted TNRM in 
creating the professional and quality event we proudly 
present to you.

2019 TNRM Conference Partners Your support is 
essential to the delivery of the conference and we thank 
you for your support! A full list of our partners is available 
at the back of this program.

Darwin Convention Centre The exceptional quality of 
the venue and staff is greatly appreciated by the TNRM 
Team.

CDU Waterfront We are grateful for the excellent 
service and facilities the CDU Waterfront has provided 
as our chosen venue for conference workshops and 
welcome reception.

DeeBee Catering Denise Baillie and her team are 
a pleasure to work with, always providing perfectly 
tailored and delicious menu options with flexibility and 
professionalism. DeeBee Catering make an extra effort 
to source local ingredients to produce their creative 
fusion styled food.

Hodge Environmental Kate Hodge consistently 
provides a fantastic design service, which coupled 
with her understanding of the NRM space has helped 
to elevate our conference to a new level through the 
development of the high quality design of our posters, 
flyers, banners and programs.

Shane Eecon, our photographer who will capture 
fantastic images throughout the conference and awards 
to use in further promotion of the NRM community. 

Coleman’s Print The friendly and reliable printing 
team who met every deadline in the production of our 
banners, posters and programs.

Enchanted Moments are responsible for creating the 
beautiful atmosphere in the dressing and decorations of 
the Awards Gala Dinner.

Venues
The Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) 
Conference is being held at two locations within the Darwin 
waterfront complex.

Tuesday 12th & Thursday 14th

CDU Waterfront Campus, 12 Kitchener Drive, Darwin  
Conference Welcome Reception, all workshops and field 
trip departure.

Wednesday 13th November
Darwin Convention Centre, Stokes Hill Road, Darwin 
Presentation Day and the 2019 NT NRM Awards Gala Dinner.

Welcome to the 
2019 Territory 
Natural Resource 
Management 
Conference

Special thank you…

You are encouraged to take photos 
and share stories of your experience! 
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7.30AM REGISTRATIONS OPEN
All conference attendees please make your way to the registration desk on arrival to collect your delegate information. 

The TNRM team would really appreciate if you have your conference lanyard and name tag visible at all times. You may be 
asked to show this on entry to a workshop or field trip, due to limited registered places.

8.30AM MORNING SESSIONS
Conservation in the Territory: The path forward?
The Territory’s extraordinary natural environment is one of its principal assets. Both the relative integrity 
of ecosystems and habitats, and the diversity of species emphasises the critical need for effective 
programs of conservation. However, growing pressures upon, and threats to, these natural values makes 
it timely to review the effectiveness of conservation approaches in the Territory.

This workshop will draw upon a series of expert presentations to highlight the current conservation 
challenge that the Territory faces, and the way in which diverse stakeholders, programs and agencies 
are trying to achieve conservation outcomes. It will review the successes and setbacks for conservation on private lands, within 
the parks and reserves system and within Indigenous Protected Areas, and will highlight principal lessons learned from each of 
these. A facilitated panel session after the presentations will examine how well we are achieving conservation goals and tackle 
the difficult question of how the Territory conservation agenda might best be achieved with currently limited, and potentially 
diminishing, resources. 

Ecosystem Simulations: Utilising agent-based modelling to understand complex  
human/ecological systems
This workshop explores the use of agent-based simulations that explore the landscape and ecological 
processes in Northern Australian Savannas.

Models exploring the adaptive evolution of cane toads, the spread of Gamba Grass and fire behaviour 
in the Top End will help participants visualise and gain a greater understanding of factors driving these 
processes. Through these models, participants will also develop an appreciation of how agent-based 
modelling can allow us to explore complex ecological phenomenon by breaking apart processes and 
interactions in a way that can help us understand and manage our local landscape.

The workshop will allow hands on ‘play’ with a variety of simulation models and also provide an 
opportunity to provide input into the development of a Gamba spread model.

Hosted by Rohan Fisher. Rohan has worked with satellite data and GIS and remote sensing tools for 
natural resource management for over two decades. His current research is focused on geosimulation 
modelling using agent-based modelling tools for landscape process visualisation. This work is 
exploring the use of projection augmented 3D printed and sand landscapes to visualise fire spread and 
hydrological processes.

7.45AM FIELD TRIP
Pudakul Aboriginal Cultural Tour: Educational, interactive Aboriginal cultural experience
Educational, interactive hands on Aboriginal cultural experience. Based in Adelaide River, the hugely 
popular Pudakul Aboriginal Cultural Tours offer an original and authentic Aboriginal culture & nature 
based engagement experience drawing on the extensive local knowledge of the family run, fully 
Aboriginal owned and operated tourism accredited business.

The Adelaide River wetland is a huge area bursting with wildlife and plants, along with great local 
attractions such as Fogg Dam, Windows on the Wetlands, Jumping Crocodile Cruises, Djukbinj National 
Park, Leaning Tree Lagoon and Mary River National Park.

Join this thoroughly engaging 2 hour tour for the opportunity to learn about the rich local history and 
biodiversity of the area.

The tour includes:
• Aboriginal guides
• Clap stick and didgeridoo demonstrations 
• Spear throwing demonstrations

Please bring a 
laptop to this 
workshop so you 
can play with 
a copy of the 
models. Models 
require 1GB 
memory available 
for program/
storage.

Please bring:
• Hat
• Sunscreen
• Insect repellent
• Water bottle
• Closed in shoes• Tea and damper (bush bread)

• Dilly bag and basket weaving demonstrations 
• Bush tucker and medicine guided walk and talk
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12.00PM – 1.00PM LUNCH
Day 1 conference attendees are invited to join us for a delicious buffet lunch. If you have any dietary requirements, please 
advise the TNRM team.

1.00PM AFTERNOON SESSIONS
Coastal Conservation: Caring for the Top End Coast
The Territory is home to some breath-taking coastal areas which support important habitat for marine 
animals and shorebirds, provide recreation space for residents and visitors, and hold significant cultural 
heritage values. 

Coastal areas provide a great opportunity for participating in activities that enhance community 
engagement and support conservation purposes, such as beach clean ups, collecting ghost nets, 
recording birds, tagging turtles and dune rehabilitation.

This symposium will showcase some of the incredible species that call NT coastal areas home, including endangered and 
migratory species, and the importance of protecting their habitat. It will highlight some of the fantastic activities that are being 
undertaken in NT coastal areas by Indigenous Ranger groups, volunteers, researchers, not for profit organisations and 
Government, and provide inspiration and information for anyone wanting to become involved. 

Climate Change and Variability: Adapting to an uncertain Territory future
The issue of climate variability and extremes has been brought to the forefront of public attention during 
2018-2019. Cyclone Marcus, a failed wet season, drought on the Barkly, record temperatures across the 
Territory, bushfires in Central Australia and concerns about groundwater extraction in the Darwin rural 
area. For many Territorians, events of the last 18 months have brought home the reality of increasing 
climatic variation. 

This workshop will review potential climate scenarios for the Northern Territory and explore how Territory 
industries and stakeholders which depend upon natural resources are preparing to adapt to this uncertain future. It will highlight 
the key challenges and opportunities a changing climate will bring to natural resource managers, and the steps being taken to 
mitigate or take advantage of these. It will enable an exchange of ideas and approaches and serve as a timely reminder for the 
need to start planning now. 

The workshop will be structured around a series of expert presentations and conclude with a facilitated panel/participant 
discussion. It will be of value to anybody with an interest in the Territory’s climate future, and in particular those charged with 
planning to safeguard social, cultural, economic and natural assets against climate change.

8.30AM FULL DAY SESSIONS
Program Implementation
This workshop provides participants with practical skills and tools to lead the successful delivery of projects.  

It is targeted to people who manage projects as part of their job, or are keen to learn more about project 
implementation. 

The workshop will cover key topics including
• developing and managing project scope, scheduling and budget
• project governance and project team structures
• stakeholder engagement and supporting people through change
• identifying and managing risk 
• strategies for managing projects in crisis
• celebrating project success

Participants will be asked to come with project ideas or examples to use throughout the day, and will leave the workshop with 
knowledge of key project language, templates and guides to use in their workplace.

Facilitated by Sally Clifford, Matrix on Board. Sally Clifford is the General Manager of Matrix on Board Consulting for Northern 
Australia. Sally brings 20 years practical experience in non-profit leadership and management. She has previously worked as 
CEO of two non-profit organisations in QLD and WA, including a remote Indigenous corporation. Sally has extensive experience 
working with a wide cross-section of community organisations. In her work with Matrix, Sally assists Boards to design, project 
manage, implement and facilitate a range of programs for various different purposes.
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West Arnhem Land & Kakadu Region Futures
The West Arnhem region is home to some incredibly diverse landscapes which support a mix of natural 
assets. Whilst less than 20,000 people live in the area, over the past twenty years the region has been 
carrying a 200,000 visitor per year tourism industry, supporting processing of the richest uranium deposit 
in the southern hemisphere, and the development of an Indigenous carbon industry worth 10% of 
national emissions savings.

This symposium takes us on an asset - focused journey in the Kakadu and West Arnhem region: outlining 
key natural and cultural assets, looking at how future developments and plans may impact on our day to day ability to look after 
these assets, and explaining how weeds, feral animal, fire and climate change are affecting the region.

A spread of presenters will be speaking at the symposium, filling us in on the current situation for topics such development 
in the region, the future of Jabiru and the vision for tourism, feral buffalo population sizes, impending weed threats, and 
economic opportunities with fire management. We close the day with a session which examines asset management successes, 
challenges and opportunities, both in retrospect and going forwards.

4:30 PM CLOSE OF THE DAY’S PROGRAM
4:45PM – 5:15PM TNRM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) Annual General Meeting.
Only TNRM Member delegates are able to vote.

6:00PM- 7:30PM 2019 TNRM CONFERENCE WELCOME RECEPTION
The 2019 TNRM Conference Welcome Reception is held on the 5th floor of the CDU Waterfront Campus.
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Conference Display Booths
ABC Country Hour - Broadcasting live from 
the conference
Matthew Brann and Daniel Fitzgerald will be joining us to 
broadcast live from the conference, keeping everyone up 
to date with the interesting presentations and stories from 
around the Territory. They will be chatting with presenters, 
conference partners and delegates. ABC Country Hour 
broadcasts rural news and events from the Northern Territory 
and the nation every weekday from 12:30pm.

There will be a mix of informative displays and conference 
booths throughout the day. Make sure you take the time 
to have a look around, gather information and meet new 
contacts. This year we have:

• Northern Territory Strong Woman for Healthy Country 
Network, collaborative Healthy Country 5 mural painting

• PEW Charitable Trusts

• Westpac

• McArthur River Mine

• NTG - Department of Primary Industry and Resources

• NTG - Department of Environment and Natural Resources

• Territory Natural Resource Management information booth

Interact with speakers at the TNRM 
Conference
Conference delegates will be able to vote in polls and 
send questions to speakers and panel members

Direct the browser on your device to www.sli.do  
and enter the code:

#TNRM
Slido can be used on a smartphone or tablet

www.sli.do
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Poster Presentations
Please join the authors at the poster displays when they will have an opportunity to discuss their work.

Poster Session 1 - 10.00am to 10.10am
Caring for the community’s cats and dogs: 
A community-driven, One Health approach 
to improving animal and human health and 
wellbeing.

Peter Sheldon - Thamarrurr Rangers

Gardens For Wildlife Tristan Cook - Darwin City Council

What the water means to us - a Larrakia 
perspective: results from monitoring Darwin 
Harbour and Shoal Bay. 

Larrakia Rangers and Amanda Lilleyman - Charles Darwin University

Indigenous Women Rangers - Why they are 
important and strategies for increasing recruitment 
and retention

Penelope Mules and Sheila White - Northern Land Council

Fire Stories from Satellites Ben Lewis - Fire Stick

An Update on the Economic Development 
Strategy for the NT Aboriginal Land Estate

Michael Devery - Centrefarm/ALSEDA

Are we doing the best for birds? Urbanisation and 
the birds of the Darwin region

Sarah Fischer - Charles Darwin University

Collaborating to create Australia's qualifications in 
Conservation and Land Management

Kate Vanson - Skills Impact

Poster Session 2 - 2.20pm to 2.30pm

The Yokkarra Crew – what we learned from 
catching and selling fish in and around Maningrida

Clem Bresson, Don Wilton, Jimmy Olsen, Stuart Ankin - Bawinanga 
Aboriginal Corporation; Natasha Stacey and Peter van Wyk - Research 
Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods, Charles Darwin University

Exporting biocontrol: Assisting African land 
managers to control mimosa using Australian 
populations of American moths

 Michelle Franklin and Louis Elliott - Weed Management Branch, 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, NT Government, 
Michael Day - Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, Qld Government 
and Arne Witt - Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience International, Kenya

Wildlife Drones - innovative technology for 
improved animal tracking and Natural Resource 
Management

Dr Debbie Saunders - Wildlife Drones and Chris Roach - Gaia Resources

The 10 Gigawatt Vision - How renewable energy 
can power jobs and investment in the Northern 
Territory

Shar Molloy - Environment Centre NT

Preparing for Commercial Activities - WHS 
Management

John Jansen - NARMCO

Perceptions of Fire Management around Australia 
- To Burn or Not to Burn

Anthony Kerr

Outcomes from the 2019 North Australia Savanna 
Fire Forum

Anna Boustead -Indigenous Carbon Industry Network
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7.30AM REGISTRATION, WELCOME TEA AND COFFEE
If you have not already registered on Day 1, please make your way to the registration desk to collect your registration 
information. 

The TNRM Team would really appreciate it if you have your delegate lanyard visible at all times. 

8.45AM COMMENCEMENT AND WELCOME
Welcome to Country – Larrakia Elder, Bilawara Lee. TNRM board member

Conference Welcome

9.00AM SESSION 1
River Listening: Exploring the Possibilities of Ecoacoustics in Freshwater Conservation
River Listening is an interdisciplinary research project exploring the possibilities of freshwater 
ecoacoustics in the conservation and management of global river systems. The project works at 
the intersection of art and science by investigating the cultural and biological diversity of freshwater 
ecosystems, through real-time listening and underwater recording used for biodiversity monitoring 
and public engagement. We use non-invasive recording techniques with accessible hydrophone kits 
and participatory workshops to engage local communities in the process and outcomes. The resulting 
database of hydrophone recordings is used for ongoing scientific research and diverse creative projects 
disseminated worldwide. The artistic outcomes from River Listening are central to our public engagement efforts, these include 
mobile phone applications with soundscapes triggered by GPS along rivers and live streaming hydrophone arrays. 

Rapid advancements in digital technology has provided unprecedented opportunities for non-invasive acoustic monitoring that 
is now accessible and affordable. This presentation demonstrates how underwater sound recordings and live audio streams of 
freshwater ecosystems can provide innovative and effective methods for monitoring biodiversity. The research brings together 
specialists in sound art, digital technology, acoustic engineering and environmental sciences to work directly with communities 
to develop and deploy acoustic sensors. Every stage of the research process – from methodology to fieldwork is an equal 
balance between artistic and scientific perspectives. 

Presenter: Dr Leah Barclay, Australian Ecoacoustics Researcher
Dr Leah Barclay is an Australian ecoacoustics researcher who works at the intersection of art, science and technology. Barclay’s 
research and creative work over the last decade has investigated innovative approaches to recording and disseminating the 
soundscapes of ecosystems to inform conservation, scientific research and public engagement. Her work explores ways we can 
use creativity, new technologies and emerging science to reconnect communities to the environment and inspire climate action. 

A new collaboration to monitor atmospheric changes in the tropics
In a new partnership with CSIRO’s Climate Science Centre, Larrakia Rangers have been providing 
operational support and air sample collection at the Northern Territory Baseline Air Pollution Station at 
Gunn Point since 2018. Operated by CSIRO since 2010 in collaboration with other research partners 
(BoM, ANSTO, Macquarie University), NT BAPS is part of a global network of stations designed 
to provide high quality data on greenhouse gases (GHGs) and airborne particles to the World 
Meteorological Organisation’s Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) program. Measurements of greenhouse 
gases (GHGs) and airborne particles at NT BAPS contributes to the data needed to answer key 
questions about global carbon accounting and climate especially in the tropics where these processes are poorly understood 
due to a lack of atmospheric observations.

Presenters: Larrakia Rangers
The Larrakia Rangers are a long-running, urban-based Aboriginal Ranger group. Our 14 Rangers work across Larrakia land and 
sea country, which comprises the greater Darwin region west across the Cox Peninsula and east to the Adelaide River.
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Challenges and Successes of the Bulgul Rangers
The Bulgul Rangers carry out land and sea management activities on the western portion of the 
Delissaville/Wagait/Larrakia Aboriginal Land Trust. The Ranger Group, supported by the Northern 
Land Council and funded under Working on Country (WoC) have five full-time Rangers and a Regional 
Coordinator.

In the past 18 months, the Rangers have achieved success in relation to monitoring biodiversity and 
threatened species, protection of cultural sites, feral animal, weed and fire management and have 
worked successfully with neighbouring stakeholders through the ongoing Finniss Reynolds Catchment Group, which has been 
collaborating successfully in addressing key threats to biodiversity in the region since 2012.

Presenter: Timothy Burrburr, Bulgul Ranger Coordinator, Northern Land Council

Northern Territory Strong Women for Healthy Country Forum & Network
Mimal Land Management Aboriginal Corporation (Mimal) is collaborating with Northern Territory women and other Indigenous 
organisations to help strengthen the voice, role and support structures for women working for healthy country. 

In early September, Mimal hosted the first of three forums. The agenda for the forum and associated activities were informed 
by comprehensive pre-forum consultations with women across the Top End. The consultations highlighted the need for 
whole-hearted participation and sincere listening with a respect for the work that has gone before, a strong atmosphere of 
collaboration, culturally informed leadership and a focus on practical solutions rather than problems. This has resulted in Mimal 
supporting the establishment of the Northern Territory Strong Women for Healthy Country Network (NT-SWHCN). A first of its 
kind network, led-by women based on their identified needs and aspirations.

Presenters: Mimal Land Management Aboriginal Corporation
Mimal Board Members: Annette Miller, Delma McCartney and Lydia Lawrence 
NT Strong Women for Healthy Country Network Coordinator: Tina Yeganeh

10.00AM POSTER SESSION
10.00AM – 10.45AM MORNING TEA
10.45AM SESSION 2

Projects and Partnerships - Territory Natural Resource Management and partners will present on a number of collaborative 
projects being delivered across the Northern Territory through support from the Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Program.

Protecting the natural values of west Arnhem Land and the Kakadu World Heritage Area
This project takes a collaborative landscape scale approach to reducing invasive species threats to the 
Kakadu World Heritage Area and west Arnhem Land, and improving fire management to protect the 
habitat of threatened species and the sandstone heath threatened ecological community. In collaboration 
with Kakadu National Park, Aboriginal organisations, Traditional Owners and Rangers, pastoralists, 
researchers, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and NT Parks and Wildlife.

Presenter: Karen May, Territory Natural Resource Management
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A simulation model for Gamba grass spread
The presentation provides an overview of simulation modelling work being conducted by Rohan exploring 
Gamba grass spread on the NT. The simulations are being developed as tools to help visualise long term 
spread trajectories and vectors supporting community engagement and discussion.

Presenter: Rohan Fisher, Information Technology for Development Researcher, Charles Darwin 
University

Estimating buffalo populations across Arnhem Land
Territory Natural Resource Management has used recently collected aerial survey data to examine 
current feral herbivore population sizes in the West Arnhem region. An estimated minimum of 90,000 
buffalo are present in the area, distributed across floodplain, woodland, and stone country. Feral cattle, 
horses, donkeys and pigs are also contributing significant additional combined pressure.

Presenter: Susanne Casanova, Territory Natural Resource Management 

Sustainable Pastoral Business Program & Territory Conservation Agreements
In collaboration with pastoral land managers this project aims to improve management of native 
vegetation to maintain biodiversity and productivity, and protect soil and water. The project compliments 
and extends TNRM’s existing Territory Conservation Agreements (TCA) Program and will build on the 
knowledge and experience of protecting native vegetation within pastoral systems achieved through the 
program over the past eight years.

Presenter: Karen May, Territory Natural Resource Management

Collaborating to protect threatened species 
This presentation will highlight four threatened species projects across the Territory that TNRM deliver in 
collaboration with Indigenous Ranger groups, Traditional Owners and other key partners. It will highlight 
the important work already undertaken and activities planned over the next four years for the protection 
of the central Australian red cabbage palm, central rock-rat, greater bilby and northern hopping-mouse.

Presenter: Kelly Dixon, Territory Natural Resource Management

Using choppers to find hoppers: surveys for the Northern Hopping Mouse on  
Groote Eylandt’
The Anindilyakwa Land & Sea Rangers undertook targeted surveys for the threatened Northern Hopping 
Mouse (NHM) on Groote Eylandt throughout 2018-2019. Funding from the Federal government through 
Territory NRM enabled the use of a helicopter for aerial surveys to identify potential spoil heaps that are 
characteristic of the burrows of this species, as well as access to remote areas for ground-based surveys 
to confirm NHM presence using camera traps. A total of 617 NHM spoil heaps along with 39 NHM 
burrows under construction was recorded, and NHM presence was confirmed at 82 camera trap sites. 
The surveys gained more data about the occurrence of the species on Groote Eylandt than any previous surveys, and proved 
the effectiveness of the methods employed. The results will be used as the basis of further research, as well as a monitoring 
program to be implemented by the Rangers in 2019-20. 

Presenters: Katie Oxenham, Catherine Mamarika and Christinale Lalara from Anindilyakwa Land & Sea Rangers
Katie Oxenham has worked as IPA Coordinator and Ecologist with the Anindilyakwa Land & Sea Rangers on Groote Eylandt 
since January 2018. She has previously worked on various biodiversity survey, monitoring and management programs in 
southern Australia, and community-based natural resource management programs in southern Africa. 

12.00PM – 1.00PM LUNCH
1.00PM SESSION 3
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Expanding Oyster Aquaculture in the Northern Territory
Black –lip rock oysters, have been historically harvested by northern Aboriginal communities for food and 
trade, and now underpin development of oyster aquaculture in the NT. Aboriginal elder Bunug Galaminda 
says his dream is that oysters from a farm owned and operated by Warruwi community members on 
South Goulburn Island will one day be eaten in big city restaurants around Australia. Yagbani have 
established a trial farm site on South Goulburn Island. The Darwin Aquaculture Centre has partnered with 
Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation, conducting research to enable the development a tropical oyster industry 
in the Northern Territory. Their work includes improving larval rearing procedures and improving data 
collection to support oyster production systems. Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation is getting aiming to put product into the Darwin 
seafood market in the near future.

Presenters: Matt Osborne, Department of Primary Industry and Resources, Bunug Galaminda - Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation
Matt Osborne is the Program Leader, Aquaculture and Regional Development within NT Fisheries. Bunug Galaminda is the 
Chairman of the Yagbani Aboriginal Corporation on South Goulburn Island. They represent the partner organisations that have 
been collaborating on the development of a tropical oyster industry.

Organic-style farming in the Territory
Malak Marketplace is Darwin’s Award-Winning night market that promotes eating well, supports local 
farmers and artisan food stalls that create unique food using local and organic produce from their 
farmers, and provides education to the community through its many events and health stalls. 

The market showcases the best of Territory produce, people and initiatives whilst encouraging 
sustainable practices that look after the Territory’s urban environment.

The Malak Marketplace is the first market in Darwin to champion and support local, spray-free, organic 
and certified organic farmers, such as the team from AG Organic. Malak Marketplace promote having conversations with their 
farmers to ask them about their produce – they are open and transparent about its origins, they will tell you about their planting, 
growing and harvesting processes. They’ll even share with you the successes – sometimes frustrations – of organic-style 
farming in the Territory. 

Presenters: Lina Paselli-Kruse is the Co-founder of Malak Marketplace, a Malak resident passionate about clean living 
practices, local and organic produce and helping small businesses and artisans grow in a supported likeminded and vibrant 
community that is Malak Marketplace.
Mike Scott is the Co-owner of AG Organic, striving to provide the Top End with food that is worthy of all Territorians and people that 
visit this amazing place. Mike is a farmer from New Zealand passionate about growing organic produce of outstanding quality.

NT Producer Panel – Territory local and sustainable 
Award-winning food writer and cookbook author, Richard Cornish, will facilitate the session, leading panellists in conversations 
about local produce, biosecurity and sustainable farming. Panellists include weeds ecologist and organic regenerative farmer 
Alan Petersen from Rum Jungle Organics; Central Australian date producer Ben Wall from Tamara Cooperative and the Desert 
Fruit Company; Fiona McBean from Eva Valley Meats, the NT’s first paddock-to-plate on-farm abattoir and butcher’s shop; 
Karen Sheldon, who created Karen Sheldon Catering 40 years ago, and representatives of the innovative paddock to plate 
project, Fred’s Pass 50 km Table. 

Moderator: Richard Cornish (Fair Fax Media) 
Richard Cornish is an award winning food writer, author, creative director and events host. Richard is regular contributor to the 
Sydney Morning Herald and the Age’s Good Food section and has written four cook books on Spanish cuisine with Spanish 
born chef Frank Camorra. His other books include My Year Without Meat, Philippa’s Home Baking (co-author) and Brain Food.

2.20PM POSTER SESSION
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2.30PM – 2.50PM AFTERNOON TEA
2.50PM SESSION 4

Burning in the Barkly: The Muru-Warinyi Ankkul Rangers Recent Fire  
Management Achievements
For a long time, the MWAR Rangers, based in Tennant Creek, have worked to overcome the challenges 
of managing bushfires in a large and remote region with limited resources and support. Recently, grants 
from Territory NRM and the NT Government Ranger Grants Program have allowed the Rangers to 
improve their community planning. This has led to better communication with regional stakeholders, 
greater efficiency and strategic decisions, and better resourcing. Consequently the past eighteen months 
have seen the Rangers working more broadly across their region and having a truly regional impact, with 
benefits to traditional owners, local fire authorities, neighbours and the community in general.

Presenters: The Muru-Warinyi Ankkul Rangers (Anne-Marie Waistcoat and Troyston Corbett)
The Muru-warinyi Ankkul group based at Tennant Creek is a team of four women and six men, plus other 
casual Rangers during the peak fire season. Muru-warinyi Ankkul Rangers carry out a diverse range 
of work with a focus on landscape-scale conservation fire management as well as providing significant 
support to the local Bushfire Volunteers and Fire & Rescue Service Crews for wildfire response. Other 
work includes threatened species surveys for bilbies through the remote regions of the Eastern Tanami Desert and for Black 
footed rock wallabies southeast of Tennant Creek on the Mungkarta Aboriginal Land Trust. They also are involved in community 
engagement projects, maintaining important cultural and historical sites and maintenance of tourism infrastructure at Kunjarra 
(Devil’s Pebbles). Other work includes weed treatment programs, and assisting NT Parks & Wildlife Service in managing 
conservation areas.

African Swine Fever - Beware the Trojan pig
The NAQS animal health team have been working actively to create better awareness around African 
Swine Fever (along with other exotic diseases) amongst the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Rangers in 
northern Australia, as well as collaborating with stakeholders. 

African swine fever is a virulent pig-only disease that has spread across most of Asia in a very short 
period. Since its entry into north China in August 2018, it has spread to neighbouring countries including 
North and South Korea, Viet Nam, Mongolia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, the Philippines and Timor 
Leste. In the African continent, the virus is transmitted between warthogs and soft-bodied ticks. It also be can be spread to pigs 
through direct contact, contact with infected bodily fluids, consumption of infected pig products, and contact with contaminated 
fomites. While there is the potential for ASF to help reduce the feral pig population of Australia, there is a reasonable risk of this 
population acting as a Trojan pig, putting our domestic pork industry at risk.

Presenters: Guy Weerasinghe Veterinary Policy Officer for the Northern Australia Quarantine Strategy (NAQS) The Department 
of Agriculture 
Dr Guy Weerasinghe graduated from the University of Queensland in 2011. He has since completed his Masters in Veterinary 
Public Health and is a Diplomat of the American College of Veterinary Preventive Medicine (A US-recognised specialist). He 
has worked in a range of fields of veterinary science as well as departments including Greater Sydney Local Land Services, 
Biosecurity Queensland and The Department of Agriculture. Guy is currently the Veterinary Policy Officer for the Northern 
Australia Quarantine Strategy (NAQS) under the Department of Agriculture. He has a strong interest in animal diseases that 
transmit to humans (zoonoses) and transboundary diseases. 
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Working quickly, working together- responding to new high priority weed  
incursions in the NT
Around the world, weeds are one of the biggest problems faced by land managers. Weeds invade native 
plant communities and change the way that we are able to use natural landscapes. They can be difficult 
and expensive to manage, and often impossible to eradicate. Their control costs land managers millions 
of dollars every year. There have recently been three significant new weed incursions in the NT. The 
Weed Management Branch is using the Biosecurity Incident Management System to manage these. 
This flexible, strategic and proactive decision making system helps us create an Incident Action Plan for 
each new weed species. The IAP ensures the consistency of management and collaborative, collective effort that is essential to 
successful weed eradication.

Presenter: Susan King, Weed Management Branch, Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Susan King is the Acting Regional Weeds Officer (Katherine region) with the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources. She has worked for the Weed Management Branch since 2003. She is currently working on three emergency 
responses in the Northern Territory.

Tiwi Fire Management for carbon stocks and biodiversity
Late dry season fires produce 4% of Australia’s greenhouse emissions and are potentially threatening 
our endemic species. Last year, the Tiwi Land Council entered into an agreement with the ILC to fund 
fire management in exchange for carbon credits. Greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced by burning 
earlier in the year and reduced emissions can then be sold in carbon markets. The implications of these 
changes also can have positive effects for the management and conservation of threatened species. 
Ecologists from CDU in partnership with the Tiwi Rangers collected ecological data on how different fire 
regimes influence survival of large trees and feral cat predation on small mammals. We aim to provide 
this data to assist the Tiwi Council with making informed management decisions on Indigenous Protected Areas in the future. 

Presenters: Hugh Davies and Cara Penton - Charles Darwin University. Willie Rioli, Collin Kerinaiua, Willie Roberts, Brian 
Austral, Willie Roberts, Edward Henry-Whiting and Warwick Puruntatameri from Tiwi Land Rangers
The Tiwi Land Rangers carry out a range of land management and liaison activities including fire management for carbon 
abatement and support for researchers. Dr Hugh Davies has worked with the Tiwi Land Rangers since 2012 to monitor small 
mammals co-authoring Declining populations in one of the last refuges for threatened mammals in northern Australia.

4.00PM END OF DAY’S PROGRAM
6.00PM 2019 NT NRM AWARDS GALA DINNER

The NT Natural Resource Management Awards recognise and celebrate the remarkable work undertaken by Territorians to 
manage our land, water and biodiversity.

Thank you to everyone who submitted nominations recognising the efforts and dedication of Territorians who contribute to the 
sustainable management of our wonderful natural resources. 

Thank you also to our independent judges, who accepted the difficult task of judging this year’s awards. They were very 
impressed by the quality of the nominations submitted, and the impressive work being done across the Territory in this space. 

Congratulations and good luck to all the finalists of the 2019 NT Natural Resource Management Awards!

Attendance at the gala dinner is by ticket only. Award tickets will be available for collection from the Registration Desk on Day 1 
of the conference or at the Darwin Convention Centre prior to the Awards Gala dinner.

You are encouraged to take photos and share stories of your experience! 
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7.30AM REGISTRATIONS OPEN
If you have not already registered on Day 1 or Day 2, please make your way to the registration desk to collect your registration 
information. 

The TNRM Team would really appreciate it if you have your delegate lanyard visible at all times. You may be asked to show this 
on entry to a workshop or field trip, due to limited registered places.

8.30AM MORNING SESSIONS
Mine Rehabilitation: Emerging best practices for Mine Site Rehabilitation in the Territory
Mining has been long been the main economic pillar of the Territory economy. However the wealth 
generated by mining has not come without environmental cost and numerous legacy mine sites remain 
scattered across the Northern Territory. 

In recent years some positive steps have been taken towards safeguarding against the impacts of future 
mining activity. Some current projects planning for, or actively implementing, mine site rehabilitation have 
the potential to inform best practice that could be applied more widely. 

This workshop will draw upon current processes to consider how the complex issue of mine site remediation can be (and is 
being) approached, and what positive lessons are being learned through current initiatives. 

The workshop will consider both the environmental challenges posed by mine site rehabilitation, but also the potential benefits in 
the form of local partnerships and community participation in ongoing site management. 

The workshop will be structured into a series of stakeholder presentations, followed by a facilitated panel discussion to elicit key 
outcomes. 

Profitable grazing systems for the NT
Meat and Livestock Australia (MLA) supports extension and training opportunities with practical 
information, tools and calculators to assist producer decision making, with the aim of achieving long-term 
productivity and profitable businesses. 

This workshop will showcase MLA’s Adoption Programs and provide practical examples of what 
producers are achieving through them and how you can get involved.

By focusing on case studies and understanding different approaches when promoting adoption to 
individuals and client groups, participants will leave this workshop with potential practical programs which 
can be implemented in the Northern Territory.

Small group discussions will be facilitated by Angela Hammond (Project Manager – Producer Innovation & 
Capability) and Alana McEwan (Project Manager – Productivity and Market Insights).

12.00PM – 1.00PM LUNCH
Day 3 conference attendees are invited to join us for a delicious buffet lunch. If you have any dietary requirements, please 
advise the TNRM team.

Save the date! 
17-19 November 2020

Next year’s TNRM conference  
and NT NRM Awards
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1.00PM AFTERNOON SESSIONS
World Café: Learn Innovative Engagement Techniques
The World Café method is a consultation and ideas generation methodology. It is designed to create a 
safe, welcoming environment in which to intentionally connect multiple ideas and perspectives on a topic 
by engaging participants in several rounds of small-group conversations.

The World Café method is particularly useful when you want to be sure to explore a topic from multiple 
perspectives, to ensure that everyone in a room contributes in a conversation, and/or when you want to 
encourage participants to make new connections. It is useful if you have a large group of people (over 
10) who you need to consult with or have involved in a co-design process.

It provides the foundations for real actions
• Projects to progress
• Content for grant applications
• Other methods for progressing ideas
• One part of a co-design process involving a large group of people

This workshop will first teach the World Café methodology so participants are confident in the facilitation techniques required to 
make a World Café session a success. Then participants will be part of a World Café where they will be able to explore a range 
of topics which are important to them.

The engagement and brainstorming with diverse groups will provide innovative ideas that can be applied to many different 
topics. It will help you clarify your purpose and be more innovative!

Facilitated by Sally Clifford, Matrix on Board
Sally Clifford is the General Manager of Matrix on Board Consulting for Northern Australia. Sally brings 20 years practical 
experience in non-profit leadership and management. She has previously worked as CEO of two non-profit organisations in 
QLD and WA, including a remote Indigenous corporation. Sally has extensive experience working with a wide cross-section of 
community organisations. In her work with Matrix, Sally assists Boards to design, project manage, implement and facilitate a 
range of programs for various different purposes.

8.30AM FULL DAY SESSIONS
Stories From Country: Telling tales to inspire and empower: presenting stories  
past and present to frame the future
A full day workshop investigating why and how we tell stories to protect our lands and preserve our 
culture. 

The workshop will investigate and share why we tell stories, what stories we tell, who is listening and how 
we inform and inspire others with our stories. 

As well as investigating story telling the workshop will feature inspirational stories across different 
mediums share by NT’s indigenous Ranger groups to communicate their work and the importance of country.

A range of successful communicators and story tellers including local authors, indigenous Ranger groups will present their 
stories, and share with the audience how and why they tell them.

4.30PM CLOSE OF THE DAY’S PROGRAM



mcarthurrivermine.com.au

Committed Sea Rangers.
A natural resources company.
What’s the connection?
No one understands the Gulf coastline better than the Li-Anthawirriyarra Sea Rangers. That’s why Glencore, 
one of the world’s largest natural resources companies, has been supporting the sea rangers through the 
McArthur River Mine Community Benefits Trust, with almost $1 million in funding over the past decade. With 
our help, the Sea Rangers can keep their land and sea safe for future generations.

Discover how we’re connecting possibilities.
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Visit nt.gov.au for more details

The Northern Territory Government supports the development and sustainable 
use of our natural resources through a range of programs and initiatives.

Supporting our natural resources

The Departments of Environment and Natural Resources 
and Primary Industry and Resources, allocate and support 
the use of natural resources for economic development 
by: 

•	 encouraging	the	community	to	stay	vigilant	for	exotic	
pests and diseases as part of a shared responsibility for 
the Territory’s biosecurity 

•	 delivering	modern,	risk-based	programs	and	innovative	
solutions	to	minimise	the	impacts	of	pests	and	diseases	
on our economy, natural environment and community 

• providing natural resource management services and 
advice	to	landholders	including	vegetation,	fauna,	land	
and water assessments 

•	 allocation,	management	and	monitoring	of	natural	
resources to enable their sustainable and responsible 
use 

•	 providing	economic	opportunities	for	regional	
development through local employment and 
involvement	in	remediation	activities	

•	 attracting	resource	investment	and	assisting	exploration	
companies 

•	 facilitating	strategic	agribusiness	investment,	
developing enterprises and markets 

•	 conducting	research	to	support	sustainable	industry	
growth	and	innovative	practises.

DPIR-DENR advert 2019.indd   1 6/09/2019   11:11:15 AM

Crocodile danger is real. Don’t risk your life.
●   crocs can be found in any Top End waterway
●   crocs are dangerous and will attack
●   crocs move around

To report problem crocodiles  
Darwin 0419 822 859  Katherine 0407 958 405          www.becrocwise.nt.gov.au

●   crocs will see you before you see them
●   crocs can attack people in boats 
●   croc numbers have recovered to pre-hunting levels



“ Remote Airwork across the Top End ”

08 8941 6811

office@outbackhelicopters.com.au

www.outbackhelicopters.com.au

Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

Outback Helicopter Airwork NT

• General Airwork
• Mapping & Surveying
• Agricultural Spraying 
  & Spreading

SERVICES  
• Mustering
• Feral Animal Control
• Aerial Slinging
• Fire Services

Another environmental initiative of NT Airports

darwinairport.com.au

Darwin International Airport 
invites you to explore the 
Gurambai walking trail
Gurambai walking trail takes you 
alongside Rapid Creek and its 
associated wetlands. The return 
journey is about 3.5km long. 

Gamba grass is spreading across the Top End, and more intense 
gamba fires are putting our future at risk. Territorians are getting on 
with the job of fighting gamba, but they can’t do it alone. 

It’s time to get serious about dealing with gamba by prioritising 
increased efforts to deal with the problem. We need urgent and 
effective action before somebody is badly hurt or killed.

Come see the team at our stall to talk about ways that you can learn 
more, join the campaign, pick up some materials or have a chat about 
how we can deal with gamba once and for all. 

Download a copy of our report and share your thoughts at 
gambagrassroots.org.au 

Effective  
gamba action 
in the Northern 
Territory

Did you know that every minute around the world, 
over one million disposable cups are discarded in 
landfi ll, and importantly, most of these cups cannot 
be recycled!

Territory Natural Resource Management (TNRM) 
is committed to reducing waste to ensure that the 
Territory’s natural resources are used sustainably 
and that they are protected and thriving for many 
generations to come.

So, we have created our very own Territory NRM 
KeepCups, which are available for purchase in two 
colourful designs!

We have also subsidised the cost of our KeepCups 
so that you can help us in our mission to protect the 
Territory’s natural resources.

Better still, TNRM will donate $3 from every Keep Cup 
purchase to the TNRM Public Fund for environmental 
management activities across the Territory.

TNRM will donate $3 from 
every Keep Cup purchase 

to the TNRM Public Fund for 
environmental management 
activities across the Territory.

Keep the Territory beautiful
wi  Trritory N Keepup

Protecting the Territory, one co� ee at a time 

$15
Drink deeply, feel fashionable and take care of the 
Territory with a Territory NRM coff ee cup today!



Partnering for 
Prosperity.
Westpac have proudly partnered with Many Rivers for nearly 10 years to provide microfinance to 
assist Indigenous and non-Indigenous entrepreneurs, helping to develop sustainable businesses.

Through this partnership Many Rivers also provides ongoing business support and mentoring.

 manyrivers.org.au

 indigenousbusiness@westpac.com.au

© Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714. WBDIGIDR_02668
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Become a TNRM Member
Becoming a Member of TNRM offers the 
following benefits; 
• Your organisation promoted on the TNRM 

website including your logo, summary 
information and a link to your website. 

• Offering networking opportunities and 
connections across the Territory and wider 
natural resource management community. 

• Discounted attendance fees for the 
conference, training and workshops hosted 
by TNRM. 

• Opportunities to share information about 
your projects / activities and to promote 
your events through our monthly newsletter 
Network Notes, facebook and twitter. 

• Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting. 
• TNRM Member token. 

The TNRM Constitution provides information 
on the application 
process and 
the rights and 
responsibilities of 
the Members and 
the Board of TNRM.

Membership is free



Silver Partners

Thanks to our Partners

Gold Partners

Platinum Partners

Parks, Wildlife and Heritage Division 
Department of Tourism, Sport and Culture

Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources and the Department of Primary 

Industry and Resources

Bronze Partners

Clare Martin AO


